Tel: 0171-580 2827 Fax: 0171-436 9616



EDWIN YORKE BOWEN was born on 22
Februar}f 1884 at Crouch Hill, London, the
third son of the founder of Bowen “and
‘McKechnie, ‘whisky. distillers, Alfter -piano
studies. with: Alfred’ Tzard at 1he Blackheath
Conservitoire the boy won the Erard
-Scholarsh:p of the: Royal Academy of Music in
1889, 'having -already -accumulited -numeraus
prizes: Despite initial reluctance w leave lzard
he becaime 2. devored: and lughly successful
student of the famously - eccentric Tobias
-Mauhay He dropped }115 bapusma] name and
the ‘e’ in “Yorke” ‘carly in his cireer: Already a
talking: point among his' peers, whis included
the then i mconsp:guuus Arnold Bax, he was to
earn.a reputation -as ‘a pianist of remarkable
brllhance [Grove] which continues nowadiyste
eclipse his prestige as'd compeser, great. though
that once was. He was also an atu)mphkhed
violist -and’ horn. player int the latter capacity
joining, the. regimerial band'of the Scots Guards
at the start of the ‘Great War, Invalided home
with pricumionid- in 1916, he became one of
many for whom the harsh realities ‘ol the time
brought: artistic d:mppmntment He had
probably confronted. already the fact thar his
¢reativity turned .upon.  abstract  poetic
romanticism rather than Ul‘lﬂlnthlng human or
soctal commentary. His remaining decades were lived out in uneventful domesticity in North London and i
faithful sefvice to-the RAM:asa professor of pianio; a position from which:he finally rétired in 1959, He died
suddenly in November: 1961, active to the last as a pianist; composer-and pedagogue, ‘A stoically: humorous
-persotiality; e bore the bathc}s of hislast_years without bitterness.

"This summary invires: compamon with Nicolas Medtner; domiciled-also: in. North London froin 1935: Both:
¢ and Bowen were pianists of the utntost distinction who wrote predominantly for their own insirument..
Meoreover, both still espoused. the same idiom-and aesthetic in the'middle of the twentieth century as they had
at its-outset. Bowen’s performmg repertoire included Medtner’s Somata in G ininor opus 22; also embracing the-
formidable demands 6f Liapunov’s Frariscendental Etnicles and of Liszt anid Chopin. Betwcen 1904 and 1908 his:
owi first three piano concerti appeared and he performed nos. 1.and 3 under Hans Rl{.htcr in the Promenide.
Concerts at Queen’s Hall, By 1912 two ‘:ymphomes had' received favourable public-rotives. A fotirth plano:
concerto Tollowed in 1939. This music évinces a varidble bur still qlgnlflcant debt to'the Russian romantic pmno-
tradition of ‘Balakirev, Liapunov, Mediner and Rakhmariniov, s do Bowen'’s many- effective. solo: picees:

'C.ip.ibl(. of delicacy and refinément or of a VIrtHOsQ muscularlty which often calls forth greater tersencss and.
astringency, they deserve belated recognition of their hionestand red- blooded virtues, while their creator. stands
almost on lis swn among his British contemporaries as. a true pianist- composer - inthe mould of Saint-Saéns,

Scharwenka or the Russians. alréady mentioned.. For this aloné Bowen would metit-attention. Meanwhile, his
work awaits‘the pleasurably surprised enthusiasm of our own resurgently liberal and inquisiiive age.

_ “This adaptition uf A1 essay wiitlen, for
Hyperion Records: © 1996 by Francis Do

Published in-association with ibe Royal Acaafcmy of Music-where York Bowen
was pmfessnr Jromr 1909 to 1959. The ranuscript. of this work i part of
the Royal Acaderny: of Music’s Yovk-Bowen. Collection.
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AN AMBLING TUNE.

YORK BOWEN.
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